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Release of the Speech Pathology Tools Android App 

The Speech Pathology 

Tools app was made 

available from the 

Google Play Store in 

November 2019. There 

is a separate entry on 

the store for each 

language version which 

has allowed us to keep 

the app size low with 

high quality audio and 

images. The app 

download is free as promised which should promote uptake 

when compared to other similar technologies available. 

The apps can be downloaded from the app store here. Each app 

contains:  

 A speech assessment test for the key sounds in that 

language, in the three word positions (start, middle 

and end) to provide a log of the current situation for 

an individual student. 

 A set of flashcards to be used to practice individual 

sounds in particular positions within a word. 

 A set of worksheets which can be used to practice 

speaking a sound. 

 Information on how the app should be used, 

expected speech mastery per age group, and 

expected overall speech development goals. 

Usability Evaluation begins in schools 
Partners from the consortium began usability evaluation 

following release of early app versions in schools in each of 

the partner countries.  

Initial feedback was 

collected at sessions with 

small user groups of 

teachers, and with our 

regular collaborators such as 

the NICER Group, a group of 

special education teachers, 

experts and adults with 

special educational needs 

who meet regularly in 

Nottingham. Their feedback 

has allowed initial 

enhancements to the app 

ahead of full rollout to the 

Google Play Store. 

Unfortunately, from February 2020 the spread of the 

worldwide pandemic Covid-19 has delayed the ability to test 

due to school closures in countries across Europe. This has 

affected the ability to run tests for all consortium partners. The 

consortium is hopeful that further evaluation will be possible 

soon. 

Multiplier Event Held in Nottingham 

The consortium partners were all present in Nottingham for the 

multiplier event on 27th November 2019, which welcomed a 

broad selection of teachers from across Nottinghamshire, the 

Midlands of the UK and also other teachers from around the 

consortium countries, along with speech therapy experts, 

trainee teachers and academics. 

The main focus of the event was the Speech Pathology Tools 

project which developed apps for speech, language and 

communication assessment and practice as described above.  

Devices were supplied to the participants with the app pre-

installed on them. The app was described in detail by the NTU 

consortium members, and then time was allocated for the 

participants to use the app in groups and collate feedback on 

how the app might be improved.  

Some useful feedback was collected at the event including the 

following comments: 

 “The app will be helpful to teachers to guide their support 

of children with Speech Language and Communication 

Needs” 

 “Could the text be larger” 

 “The voiced audio levels seem variable” 

 “Could the font be changed“ 

 “Some of the words are a little complex” 

 “A web-accessible version would be good to have” 

 “Logins could allow tailoring of the app to a specific child’s 

needs” 

Following the event a new version was released with more 

readable larger text and clearer fonts. All confusing, complex 

words were removed, and the levels of the audio recordings 

were normalised. Some minor bugs and typos were also noted 

and fixed following the event. 60% of the participants present 

expressed an interest in getting involved in further/trialling the 

app which was a very positive outcome looking forward to the 

Evaluation phase of the project. 88% of those that attended felt 

that the app to access and practice speech and language and 

communication was relevant or extremely relevant and useful 

to them in their roles within education.  
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